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Ford Calls Emergency Hearing on Sexual 

Victimization in the Illinois Juvenile Justice System 

CHICAGO – In response to the release of a federal report on sexual victimization in the Illinois Department of 

Juvenile Justice, State Rep. La Shawn K. Ford, (D-Chicago) announces an Emergency Hearing of the 

Restorative Justice Committee on July 30, 2013. 

  

In a recently released national study (http://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/svjfry12.pdf), the Bureau of Justice 

Statistics (BJS) found that Illinois ranked among the four worst states in the country for rates of reported sexual 

victimization in juvenile detention facilities.  The study found that 15 percent of youth incarcerated in the 

Illinois Department of Juvenile Justice (IDJJ) reported they were victims of sexual assault by staff or other 

detained youth. 

  

John Maki, Executive Director of The John Howard Association of Illinois, an Illinois prison watchdog group, 

said, “The federal report points to a system failure within IDJJ that must be addressed at every level, from 

administration to line staff.  By correctly defining sexual abuse as unwanted sexual contact between youth and 

all sexual contact with staff, BJS' report and the recently implemented federal Prison Rape Elimination Act 

(PREA) are finally exposing the nature and extent of sexual victimization in our juvenile justice system.”  Nora 

Collins-Mandeville, Policy Director of the Juvenile Justice Initiative said, “These are egregious violations of 

human rights. No child should be subjected to this mistreatment. We must fulfill our duty to rehabilitate 

responsibly.” 

 

“With too many of our children in our juvenile justice system, we have to work to ensure that our children are in 

a safe environment,” said Rep. Mary Flowers, a member of the Restorative Justice Committee. Another 

committee member, Rep. Kelly Cassidy, said “I will be contacting IDJJ Director Arthur D. Bishop directly to 

hear from him how he plans to address this problem.” Restorative Justice Committee Republican Spokesperson 

Dennis Reboletti has also agreed to be a part of the hearing.  Rep. Ford states, “With more than 15 percent of 

the 461 Illinois youth inmates surveyed reporting being sexually victimized in 2012 - about 35 percent higher 

than the national average of 9.5 percent - I felt that, as Chair of the Restorative Justice Committee, we must 

hold an emergency hearing where the concerns of all involved parties are heard so Illinois can make its Juvenile 

Justice System safe for our children.” 
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